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Introducing Your  
International Partner
If your organization is looking to expand its program offerings,  
AIFS has a solution.

About AIFS

For nearly 50 years, the American Institute For Foreign Study 
(AIFS) has been a leader in educational and cultural  
exchange. Since our founding in 1964, more than 1.5 million 
individuals have participated on AIFS programs. 

The AIFS group, a privately owned U.S. company with  
wholly owned subsidiaries, has annual revenues in excess  
of $150 million. 

We continually find new and innovative ways to enrich the  
lives of young people throughout the world by providing  
them with educational and cultural exchange programs of the 
highest quality. 

AIFS is committed to:

• excellence in programs, operations and people 

•  exceptional caring support for the welfare and safety of our 
program participants

• technological innovation

•  honest, equitable and non-discriminatory treatment of our 
program participants, partners and staff

•  teamwork and collaboration both within our organization 
and with our partners

•  support of employee initiative and professional 
development

• responsible financial stewardship

• the advancement of diversity and multiculturalism

Our international partners have been, and continue to 
be, critical to our success. It is our shared commitment to 
participant satisfaction that continues to ensure students 
return home with rewarding experiences, great memories and 
valuable personal development. Whether you are a current or 
prospective partner, this brochure will help you to learn more 
about the educational programs offered by AIFS.



Unique Range of Programs 

AIFS offers several educational and cultural programs that 
complement one another and will enable you to increase the 
lifetime value of your client base. Please see the following AIFS 
Programs section to learn more about the opportunities you 
can provide to your students, families and schools.

Experience 

Strong operations are the backbone of AIFS, and we have the 
resources and experience to support your students around the 
globe. With more than 350 fulltime employees and a network 
of more than 2,000 local representatives, AIFS is a global 
organization with nearly 50 years of experience. The principal 
AIFS offices are in Stamford, Boston, London, Bonn, Warsaw, 
and Sydney. 

Support and Teamwork 

AIFS will fully support the partner relationship by working with 
you to form a unified team. We will provide you with training, 
consultation, promotional materials and other tools that will 
enable you to successfully promote our programs in your 
market, thus increasing your revenue stream. 

Loyalty 

AIFS carefully selects its partners and maintains a close working 
relationship with them once an agreement is reached. Our 
focus on developing a mutually beneficial association has 
helped us to achieve nearly a 100% partner retention rate over 
the last five years.

Why AIFS?

AIFS currently works with more than 100 international partner organizations. We are seeking to expand  
our network to enable even more students to participate on our programs. Here is why you should work 
with AIFS:

Customer Satisfaction Ratings

Would you recommend AIFS to a friend? %Yes %No

ACIS group leaders 94 6

Au Pair in America host families 94 6

Au Pair in America participants 94 6

Camp America participants 91 9

Camp America directors 98 2

Cultural Insurance Services International 97 3

Academic Year in America students 91 9

Academic Year in America host families 84 16

College spring semester students 96 4

College fall semester students 96 4

College summer students 95 5

Richmond visiting students—spring 91 9

Richmond visiting students—fall 93 7

Richmond visiting students—summer 97 3

Summer Institute for the Gifted parents 92 8

Summer Institute for the Gifted students 89 11

Highest Quality Programs 

AIFS prides itself on providing programs of the highest quality. 
In the past year, 94% of our participants stated they would 
recommend their AIFS program to a friend. As a result, you 
can feel confident that AIFS programs will provide excellent 
experiences for your participants.



AIFS Educational and Cultural Exchange Programs

AIFS offers educational, cultural exchange, work abroad and travel programs, as well as global travel 
insurance. Our breadth of programming will enable your organization to provide several educational 
opportunities to each student, family and school.

Camp America
summer work abroad programs for young adults aged 18+

Camp America staff are international visitors who travel to 
the United States on the J-1 Visitor Exchange visa. Each year, 
more than 7,000 international students and young people take 
seasonal jobs as camp counselors and support staff at U.S. 
summer camps.

To learn more, visit www.campamerica.co.uk

Au Pair in America
child care and cultural exchange program for young women 
aged 18 to 26

Au Pair in America brings over 4,000 young people into 
the United States each year for child care and cultural 
exchange. Au Pair in America (APIA) was the first legal J-1 
visitor exchange au pair program, designated by the U.S. 
Government in 1986, and is recognized as the highest 
quality opportunity of its kind for both hosting families and 
participating au pairs.

To learn more, visit www.aupairinamerica.com

Programs in the U.S.

Summer Institute for the Gifted (SIG)
for students aged 4 to 17

SIG is a three-week academic, recreational and social  
summer program for gifted and talented students in grades 
K through 11. Each year, more than 2,000 gifted students, 
including hundreds of international students, attend SIG at  
one of our many prestigious university campuses across the 
U.S., including Princeton University, UC Berkeley, UCLA and 
Yale University.

To learn more, visit www.giftedstudy.org 

University Prep
for students aged 15 to 18 who plan to attend university in the 
U.S.

High school sophomores and juniors interested in taking  
the SAT and attending university in the U.S. spend three weeks 
at Yale or the University of Chicago learning the ins and outs 
of the U.S. college admissions process. Students take courses 
in SAT prep that are designed to raise scores significantly, 
practice admissions strategies and visit some of America’s top 
universities in New England.

To learn more, visit www.giftedstudy.org 

Both SIG and University Prep are sponsored by the  
National Society for the Gifted and Talented, a non-profit 
organization.

Academic Year in America (AYA)
for students aged 15 to 18

The non-profit American Institute For Foreign Study 
Foundation is the proud sponsor of our high school exchange 
program, Academic Year in America (AYA). Recognized as a 
leader in the field of student exchange, AYA annually brings 
nearly 1,000 high school students from over 35 countries to  
live with American families and attend local high schools  
under this J-1 Visa program. AYA also participates in two 
prestigious U.S. Department of State exchange programs: 
Future Leaders Exchange (FLEX) and Kennedy Lugar Youth 
Exchange and Study (YES).

To learn more, visit www.academicyear.org 



Programs Around the World

AIFS Study Abroad 
for university students who wish to study abroad for a semester 
or summer

AIFS annually organizes study abroad programs for more than 
5,000 American students during the academic year and the 
summer. All courses are for academic credit. AIFS works closely 
with over 500 American universities and provides students with 
high quality study abroad programs in 21 countries including: 
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Botswana, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Czech Republic, England, France, Germany, Greece, India, 
Ireland, Italy, New Zealand, Russia, South Africa, Spain and 
Turkey. International students participating in these programs 
must have strong English language skills.

To learn more, visit www.aifsabroad.com

ACIS
group travel programs led by teachers or organizational 
leaders

The American Council for International Studies (ACIS), based in 
Boston, arranges educational travel programs for some 12,000 
high school students, teachers and other groups. Programs are 
offered worldwide and can be customized.

To learn more, visit www.acis.com

Cultural Insurance Services International (CISI)
worldwide individual and group travel insurance for students

For nearly two decades, Cultural Insurance Services 
International (CISI) and CareMed have offered the most 
comprehensive insurance coverage to the international 
education market. We provide insurance coverage, travel/
medical assistance and claim paying services to more 
than 100,000 international students and cultural exchange 
participants worldwide.

To learn more, visit www.culturalinsurance.com



AIFS Professional Internship Australia
for adults aged 18-30

Through our Australian office, AIFS sends adults abroad to 
gain hands-on skills working with an Australian corporation. 
The internship is available in several fields and is unpaid.

To learn more, visit www.aifsaustralia.com

AIFS also supports : 

Richmond, The American International University in 
London
U.S. and U.K. accredited University in London

Richmond, The American International University in London 
is an independent not-for-profit University located in London 
offering U.S.-style Liberal Arts education to a truly international 
student population representing over 100 nations. 

To learn more, visit www.richmond.ac.uk

Au Pair
child care and cultural exchange program for young women 
aged 18 to 26

A child care cultural exchange program organized by our 
German office. Placements are available in Australia, New 
Zealand, China, Costa Rica and other locations.

To learn more, visit www.aifs.de

High School Placements Abroad
for students aged 15 to 18

Through our German office, AIFS sends high school students 
to Australia, the U.S., Canada, New Zealand, China, South 
Africa, Costa Rica, England, Ireland and Spain.

To learn more, visit www.aifs.de

Summer Camp
for students aged 10 to 17

Through our German office, AIFS sends students to camps in 
Canada, England and France

To learn more, visit www.aifs.de

Work and Travel Abroad
for university students 

Through our German office, AIFS sends students to work, 
travel and volunteer in the U.S., Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, Costa Rica, Ecuador, South Africa, Botswana, India, 
Thailand and China.

To learn more, visit www.aifs.de



*For Richmond, The American International University  
in London, compensation is available only for recruitment  
of international (non U.S.) students.

International Partner  
Application Form

Thank you for your interest in our programs. AIFS is the parent company to a group of affiliated organizations located in 
the U.S., U.K., Australia and Germany providing inbound and outbound educational and cultural exchange programs.  We 
have developed this Partner Application Form to help us to learn more about your company so that we may know how we 
could best work together. 

Please take a few moments to complete and return it via email to: williamgertz@aifs.com.  For details on all AIFS pro-
grams, visit www.AIFS.com.

CoNTACT INFoRmATIoN:

Date__________________________________________ Company_Name________________________________________________

Contact_Person_________________________________ Contact_Person_Title____________________________________________

Street_Address__ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ State_________________________________________________________

Zip/Postal_Code________________________________ Country_ ______________________________________________________

Telephone_____________________________________ Fax_ __________________________________________________________

Email__________________________________________ Website_______________________________________________________

Date_Business_was_Founded___________________________________________________________________________________

Name_of_Owner(s)_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Name_of_Director(s)____________________________________________________________________________________________

Status_of_Company:_      q  Profit       q   Non Profit       q   Foundation       q   Other  __________________________________

Business_License_#______________________________ Issued_by  ____________________________________________________

Does_your_country_require_any_registration_with_the_government_authorities_in_order_to_operate_cultural_exchange__
programs?_____

q   Yes       q   No            If yes, do you have it?    q   Yes       q   No           

Number_of_your_registration_____________________ Issue_Date_____________________________________________________

Name_of_Issuing_Authority______________________________________________________________________________________

Number_of_full-time_employees_in_your_company_________________________________________________________________



Are_you_affiliated_with_any_universities?_   q   Yes       q   No        

If yes, please list which ones __________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What_programs_do_you_currently_offer?

_ #_of_students_ Countries_ #_of_years_working_with_
_ annually_ _ this_type_of_program

q  High School ________________  ___________________________________   _____________________

q  Private High School  ________________  ___________________________________   _____________________

q  Language Courses  ________________  ___________________________________   _____________________

q  Work and Study  ________________  ___________________________________   _____________________

q  Au Pair  ________________  ___________________________________   _____________________

q  Trainee/Internship  ________________  ___________________________________   _____________________

q  Summer Camps  ________________  ___________________________________   _____________________

q  Summer Work and Travel  ________________  ___________________________________   _____________________

q  College/University ________________  ___________________________________   _____________________

q  Other  (please specify below) ________________  ___________________________________   _____________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What_was_the_visa_denial_rate_to_the_USA_in_the_last_2_years? _____________________________________________________

Which_AIFS_Programs_are_you_interested_in:_

U.S._INBOUND_ #_of_students_expected

q  Summer Institute For the Gifted (SIG)   _____________________________________________________________

q  University Prep  _____________________________________________________________

q  Academic Year in America  _____________________________________________________________

q  Camp America  _____________________________________________________________

q  Au Pair in America  _____________________________________________________________

q  ACIS  _____________________________________________________________

q  Cultural Insurance Services International (CISI)

rEST_OF_ThE_WOrLD_ #_of_students__ Countries_Interested_in_(if applicable)
_ _ _ _ expected_

q  AIFS Study Abroad   ____________________   ______________________________________

q  High School Placements Abroad  ____________________   ______________________________________

q  Summer Camp  ____________________   ______________________________________

q  Work and Travel Abroad  ____________________   ______________________________________

q  Professional Internship Australia  ____________________  N/A-Australia

q   Richmond, The American International   ____________________  N/A-England
University in London* 

*For Richmond, The American International University in London, compensation is available only for recruitment of international (non U.S.) students.



What_countries_are_you_recruiting_from?_________________________________________________________________________________________

Do_you_have_any_sub-agents?    q   Yes       q   No        

If Yes, in what cities __________________________________________________________________________________________

Please_describe_how_you_evaluate_applicants’_English_proficiency_ _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would_you_support_possible_phone_and_Skype_interviews?    q   Yes       q   No 

What_is_your_Skype_#_____________________________________________________________________________________________

What_other_sponsors_have_you_previously_worked_with,_and_for_how_long?__________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are_you_a_member_of_any_professional_bodies_(such_as_IAPA,_WYSE)?_______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do_you_have_experience_working_with_the_U.S._Embassy_in_your_country?    q   Yes       q   No 

In_your_country,_what_is_the_most_common_reason_for_cultural_exchange?___________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please_provide_two_business_references:

www.AIFS.com/Partners

Company_Name____________________________________

Contact_Person_____________________________________

Telephone_________________________________________

Email______________________________________________

Number_of_years_working_with_company______________
_

Company_Name____________________________________

Contact_Person_____________________________________

Telephone_________________________________________

Email______________________________________________

Number_of_years_working_with_company______________
_





Contact us today:

William L. Gertz 
President and CEO 

AIFS 
River Plaza 
9 West Broad Street 
Stamford, CT 06902

203.399.5007 
wgertz@aifs.com

www.aifs.com/partners

Partner Qualifications 

We are looking for partners who can successfully recruit and 
support students throughout their experience with a high level 
of expertise, quality and customer satisfaction.

Partner organizations will need to: 

• Provide proper screening and selection

• Set realistic expectations for students

•  Provide top quality customer support and problem 
resolution 

• Assist in document preparation

• Ensure timely submission of all documents

• Manage fees and payments

• Provide pre-departure information

We look forward to a long and fruitful relationship. 

Become a Partner

When you partner with AIFS, you join 
a network of professional cultural ex-
change organizations motivated to grow 
their business through providing unsur-
passed student satisfaction. 

AIFS will develop a competitive com-
pensation plan for your organization. 
AIFS pays its agents a generous fee* 
which is agreed upon when an agree-
ment is signed. We work with you to set 
annual recruitment goals for each AIFS 
program your organization promotes.  
AIFS will help your organization 
achieve its goals. 

You may offer one or multiple AIFS 
programs depending upon your interest.

Global Memberships and Affiliations

*For Richmond, The American International University  
in London, compensation is available only for recruitment  
of international (non U.S.) students.



www.aifs.com/partners

Stamford

river Plaza, 9 West Broad Street 

Stamford, Ct 06902-3788

London

37 Queen’s Gate 

London SW7 Hr

Bonn

Baunscheidtstrasse 11 

53113 Bonn

Sydney

10-14 oxford Square 

darlinghurst, Sydney nSW 2010


